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“Hamlet” – Dejan Projkovski 

“Hamlet” surely is a challenging play, one that requires something fresh and surprising 

from a theatre company. But it’s also a popular play, many regard it as the best thing 

Shakespeare ever wrote, so making it fresh and surprsing may be an impossible task. 

The Macedonian production of “Hamlet”, directed by Dejan Projkovski, constantly made 

me think of other productions of this play. This does not necessarily mean that it was 

boring and uninteresting; quite the contrary: even though the staging was at times 

cluttered and confusing, the central performance was captivating and the visuals were 

riveting. 

 

Some elements of the performance were one of a kind and in some way unforgettable. 

Moments such as Hamlet throwing handfuls of sand at the books that he’d just put 

around him in a circle, Ophelia perching like a little bird on Hamlet’s hip, or the opening 

scene with four naked guards were just stunning. The opening scene made me think, for 

a moment, that we were going to see a post-apocalyptic interpretation of “Hamlet”, but 

after a while it turned out not to be so. The actors came onto the stage wearing 

sunglasses, all in black. To be honest, they actually looked like members of mafia rather 

than mourners. The performance used many trends, playing with them, and sometimes 

misusing them. At some moments there was just too much of everything. The post-

apocalyptic theme quickly turned into a Matrix-like theme, then reached quite a high 

level of the absurd when the ghost of the King gave Hamlet a sword and then took it back 

only to use it as a knife to make a sandwich. The “aquariums” where actors would play 

simultaneously reminded me of this year’s Dreamthinkspeak Company’s production – 

“The Rest Is Silence”. Although the resemblance to other productions was at times 

striking, the acting of Deyan Liuch as Hamlet and Victoriya Stepanovska as Ophelia 

cannot be underestimated. Their roles were simply outstanding, unfortunately, some of 

the other characters faded into the background. 

 

Maybe for some this production of “Hamlet” will be a reminder of other plays we and 

this company have seen before, but that should not stop you from seeing  Dejan 

Projkovski’s interpretation. Remember, in our postmodern age, everything is a copy of a 

copy of a copy! Whether you like it or not is a personal matter, but you’re guaranteed to 

leave the theatre with plenty of wonderfully memorable pictures in your head. 


