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Playing with the play 

 What happens when you take Shakespeare’s play and instead of loyally sticking to it, 

you only take the ‘extract’ of it and play with it? I’ll tell you what – miracles happen, as 

Adam Walny proved to us performing his wonderful version of Hamlet; with puppets!  

This is not the traditional tragedy of Hamlet that has become so classic and commonly 

known, it is a light and grotesque story, yet at the same time it is not offensive or 

mocking and it retains the heart of the play. 

This is a one-man show, making the actor, the ghost of the King, the only person 

controlling everything around. The relationship between Hamlet and his father becomes 

perfectly clear when we see that without his father Hamlet is silent, passive and 

indecisive – e.g. in the scene when he is confused he addresses him: “Brain, what shall I 

do?”.  

The whole atmosphere of the performance was a little magical – like in a fairy tale. The 

puppets were placed in large aquariums, Hamlet was the only one who was not in the 

water which made him an alienated character, left all alone with his madness. The 

puppets were made for this show specially, they are meant to be what they are. To some 

extent this made the puppets even more authentic than real-life actors – they were 

never anything else but Hamlet, Ophelia, or Rosencrantz. The puppets might at first 

seem to be creepy or even disturbing, but they soon become rather comical, mostly due 

to the bubbles coming from their mouth, and the very appropriate music accompanying 

their moves.  

Perhaps some people love Hamlet just as it is and prefer it to be traditional, but, once in 

a while, all of us enjoy something new and fresh. Seeing Hamlet as a grotesque may 

make you realise that there is more to be understood about the play – not only that it 

tells us a tragical story. 


