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And the rest is... 

Gdańsk already knows Luk Perceval and is quite fond of him, so no wonder so many people were 

looking forward to seeing Perceval’s Hamlet, a production of the Thalia Theatre from Hamburg.  

Oh, what a busy season it is for Hamlet this year! Wherever you look, it’s Hamlet everywhere. But 

seeing Hamlet that has doubled himself may make you wonder if you’re still ok, or is it just your 

imagination’s trick. Keep calm, Hamlet has really divided into two entities. It is common 

knowledge that Hamlet was simply insane with his manic, schizophrenic, split personality. A 

contemporary psychologist would probably call him bipolar. But has anyone ever wondered 

what would happen if the two sides of Hamlet (that were constantly at war) just divided? 

Perceval gave as a taste of what it’d be like.  

While the audience was watching Hamlet be passive and relatively calm (well, bear in mind that 

it’s still Hamlet we’re talking about), the other Hamlet was slowly ploughing through the clothes 

and the body of the first Hamlet and finally he got out. It looked like Hamlet was giving birth to... 

Hamlet. The two entities would constantly have a dialogue and they were in a way 

complementing each other. One of them was more static and reasonable, while the other was 

more naturalistic, animalistic, wild and violent, running around the stage completely stark 

naked. It must have been a challenging task for the actors to make the role(s) so consistent, but 

they really did an excellent job. 

It’s worth mentioning that Perceval did not use the original Shakespeare text as a whole, his 

performance was more like a variation on the theme of madness and answerless questions. 

When Hamlet started his famous soliloquy “To be or not to be...”, the following lines quickly 

came to my head, but I never heard them. But even though the text was changed, it kept the 

essence of the original play.  

While the show was rather complicated with the two halves of Hamlet and difficult family 

relations, the stage design was perfectly minimalistic and simple. All that was there was a dark 

curtain and a rope with a dead deer tied to it. The simple use of lighting and beautiful, yet 

disturbing, music made the performance seem even more eerie and mysterious, of a nightmare-

like atmosphere.  

The performance as a whole is quite impressive, but it seems like the most breathtaking moment 

of the show was the last scene, the very last words said by Hamlet. We all know what Hamlet’s 

last words are, so everybody was ready to hear this line, but this time Hamlet just didn’t finish 

the sentence and all the audience was left with was “The rest is...” and complete darkness. So 

since Hamlet gives us no answer, what’s the rest to you? 


